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Report of the Council for 
the year ending July, 1928 


“YT HIE COUNCIL have pleasure in presenting the Seventeenth 
Annual Report of the Society. 


The Council has met eight times during the year, There have been 12 
fixtures of various kinds, and the attendance at these has been on the 
whole very good, which means, we hope, that Members are satisfied 
with the musical fare provided for them, 

The Society has been very fortunate in having as President Mrs. Rosa 
Newmarch, who has set an example to all Council Members by her 
attendance at Council meetings, and whose help and sympathetic 
advice have been most valuable. 

At the beginning of the present year, Miss Eggar, who has been one 
of the guiding spirits of the Society, whether as Secretary, President, 
or in some other official capacity, announced that she wished to resign 
the Secretaryship in order to devote more time to her own work. This 
reason was one that the Society was bound to respect, but it was with 
the greatest regret. Our only consolation is that Miss [ggar still 
remains a very active member of the S.W.M. On the occasion of her 
resignation the Members of the Society, represented by the Chairman 











of Council, Mrs. O’Neill, presented her with the following gifts as a 
token of their unfailing gratitude and affection :— 


(a) Set of ivory-backed brushes. as ie 
(6) Grove’s Dictionary of Music and Musicians, new edition, 5 vols 
(c) Book, ‘‘Shakespeare’s England.” | 
(2) Scores of Wagner’s “ Rheingold.’ 
“Walkiire.” 
“ Gotterdimmerung.” 
(¢) Chamber Music, viz. : ; ; 
(1) All Dvorak’s Chamber Works with Piano. 
(2) Quintet, by Cesar Franck. 
(3) Brahms’ Pianoforte Trios, 87 and ror. 
(4) The Three Pianoforte Quartets. 
(/) Illuminated Address. 
(g) Balance of Fund. 


Ifer successor is Miss Dorothy Erhart. 


CHAMBER MUSIC FESTIVAL 


With a view to encouraging composition among Members, Miss Marion 
Scott conceived a very happy idea, This was that certain Members 
should be asked to compose Chamber works which the S.W.M. should 
perform on some special occasion. This idea developed into a two- 
day Chamber Music Festival, which was held in July, the first day being 
devoted to the Annual Competition for the Cobbett Medal, and the 
second to the performance of the works especially commissioned by 
the Council. These were a “ Rhapsodic Impression,” by Katharine 
Mygar, for Violin, Viola und Piano, and a Sonata for Violin and Piano 
by Fiona McCleary. At the same time first performances were given 
of some Irish Iolk-Songs, arranged by Rebecca Clarke, and Three 
Pianoforte Preludes by Dorothy Howell ; groups of Songs by Agnes 
Lambert and Mabel Saumarez Smith completed a programme which 
was enjoyed by an audience that overflowed on to the stairs. 


COBBETT MEDAL COMPETITION AND 
CHAMBER MUSIC SECTION 


The section has made good progress during the year. 
subscription has enabled the players to work more regularly with expert 
advice and assistance, and the immediate result of this was shown at 
the Rally on July 4th, when fifteen different quartets competed for the 
Cobbett Challenge Medal. The judges at the Rally were Miss Knocker, 
Miss Katharine Kendall and Miss Rowena Franklin, who patiently sat 
Miss Knocker, in 
ad been very much pleased 
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show and had given evidence of a tremendous lot of enthusiasm and 
good training.” In advising, she expressed the opinion that “the 
national weakness in music is not lack of imgaination but lack of its use. 
Players will rush off to hear foreigners play, but do not take sufficient 
trouble themselves to attain beauty of tone and imaginative rendering.” 
We are coming by degrees to understand that only by that capacity for 
taking infinite trouble which is associated with genius, can we attain 
anything worth calling quartet-playing. We have to thank those in 
the section who have given much time and knowledge to help on 
the players. 

The winners of the Cobbett Medal in 1928 were: Effie Armour, rst 
Violin; Kitty Wilkinson, 2nd Violin; Kathleen Easton, Viola; and 
Stella Fife, Cello. The 2nd prize went to: Janet Adie, 1st Violin; 
Molly Mack, 2nd Violin ; Annie Sich, Viola ; and Noela Jessop, ’Cello. 


SINGERS’ SECTION 


It isa source of great satisfaction to the Council that the Singers’ 
Section is becoming increasingly active. A choir was started in 
January, and by May it had so far established itself as to be able to 
provide a programme for one of the Society’s meetings, which contained 
Part Songs by Elgar and Brahms, Madrigals and other works. ‘The 
S.W.M. possesses singers with both voices and musicianship, and with 
good leadership and keen co-operation on the part of members there 
is every reason to believe the Society could produce a female-voice 
choir of a very high standard. The good leadership is there already ; 
we are fortunate in having as conductor, Miss Alice Hare, to whose 
energy and personality is due the successful launching of the choir. 
Keen co-operation, too, is provided by the singers, the only thing 
lacking indeed is more of them. We may, perhaps, remind members 
of the Society that although formed chiefly for the Singers’ Section, the 
choir can easily do with a background of less trained voices, and Miss 
Hare will welcome recruits from other sections of the Society, ‘The 
practices are now held at 74 Grosvenor Street, on Saturday mornings, 
at 11.30. 


COMPOSERS’ CONFERENCE 


This has been for many years a fixture of the Summer ‘Term, but the 
experiment was tried this year of holding it in March, as being a time 
when more members are in-town and there are fewer counter attrac- 
tions. The speaker at the first meeting, on Friday evening, March 23rd, 
was an old and valued friend of the Society, Dr. Cyril Rootham, him- 
self an Associate, who gave us an interesting and provocative paper on 
“ Nationalism in Music,” which led to some animated discussion. An 
out-standing feature of this year’s conference was the very high level 
of the Members’ papers at the Saturday meeting. [ach one dealt 
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with a different aspect of composition in a thoughtful and inspiring 
way. The papers were: ‘Can Art and Livel lihood go together in Song. 
writing?” by Miss Alma Goatley ; “‘ Exclusive Tendencies i in Music,” 
by Miss L. Henderson eves ritic of the Zra) ; and ‘‘The Realities 
of Musical Imagination,” by Miss Katharine Eggar; and these dove- 
tailed into each other in a very interesting way. 


OTHER MATTERS 


The question of noise in modern life is now, not before it was 
necessary, receiving a great deal of attention in the daily press, and 
those members who were present at the meeting on November roth 
will be reminded by this of Prof. Spooner’s paper on this topic. The 
problem is naturally one of great importance to musicians, and Prof. 
Spooner was so much impressed with this, and also with the strong 
interest that we showed in his address, that he asked the Council if 
the Society would undertake to send an appeal to the Health Depart: 
ment of the League of Nations, asking them to take up the question 
internationally, ‘Che Council felt that one isolated Soci lety would not 
have weight enough with the League, and we therefore endeavoured 
to induce other musical societies in England to join in an appeal 
which we drew up. The Royal P hilharmonic Society at once associated 
itself with us in the matter, but unfortunately for the immediate i issue, 
the other societies to whom we addressed ourselves had various reasons 
against signing the petition, and the question was therefore left in 
abeyance. We may, however, be proud to think that the S.W.M. 
has been in the very vanguard of those who see the ever- -Increasing 
menace of noise to the health and sanity of the world and who are 
trying to improve present conditions 

An exchange of courtesies has taken place between the S.WM. 
and the Sussex Women Musicians’ Club. This Club has its head 
quarters at Brighton. On December toth some of their members 
came up to town and gave us an afternoon of Chamber Music, which 
was much appreciated. It was especially interesting to hear composi- 
tions by members themselves. These were: Three Songs from ‘The 
Cradle of our Lord,” by Throsby Hutchison, and a setting of Yeats’ 
Poem “The Lake Innisfree,” for Voice and String Quartet, by Muriel 
Palbot-Hodge. ‘The rest of the programme was devoted to: Ireland's 
Mirst Violin Sonata, Brahms’ Piano Quartet in C minor, Op. 60, and 
Pianoforte Solos by Albeniz, Balakirew, and Dohnanyi. 

The Sussex Club later invited the S.\W.M, to give them a Concert in 
Brighton, and this took place on Vebruary 4th, when a very kind 
welcome was given to our members. The programme included 
Katharine Eggar’s Pianoforte Quintet, and some Pianoforte Pieces by 
Mrs. Dale (Kathleen Richards), as well as some Brahms and modern 
English Songs, sung by Millicent Russell, and a Mozart Quartet, and 
was very well liked ‘by a large audience. 
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The Society was privileged to have a Recital from Miss Myra Hess, in 
June. This was a memorable evening for the S.W.ML., and it was on 
this occasion that Miss Hess consented to become Hon. Vice-President 
of the Society. 

One other matter may be mentioned, and that is the question of press 
advertisement. Madame Elsie Horne very kindly undertook to send 
advertisements of our meetings to the Daly Telegraph, and advertise 
ments in other papers have also been inserted on various special 
occasions. ‘This was an innovation, but one which we feel justifies the 
not very large expense that it involves. 


FINANCE 

he principal points that emerge from a survey of the year’s revenue and 
expenditure up to 3oth June, 1928, are encouraging, While it is obvious 
that the needs for economy, wise expenditure, and steadily increasing 
revenue are as urgent as ever if the S.W.M. is to give full effect to its efforts 
to further the interests of Music and Women Musicians, the Society may 
justly feel glad that it has succeeded in paying off the last instalments 
of the loan on the purchase of the Piano, and is now absolutely free 
from debt. Moreover, it has been able, for the first time in its history, 
to allocate experimentally more money for the Chamber Music Section, 
while maintaining its working expenditure without the aid of those special 
donations which were of such vital assistance in preceeding years, 


EVENTS OF THE YEAR 


Events of the year are as follows: 


AUTUMN TERM, 1927 


October 22nd—Miss Sylvia De Gay gave a Violin Recital, in place of 
a Lecture from Miss Editha Knocker, postponed on account of illness. 





November 12th—The Sixteenth Annual General Meeting, followed by 
a short Recital of Old and Modern French Songs by Miss Pattie 
Hornsby. 

November t1o9th—A_ Discourse on 
Thinker,” by Prof. Spooner. 


*Preventible Noise and the 
November 29th—Recital by Signora Rachele Maragliano Mori, “‘Le 
Chant d’Italie—(a) Ancien, (#) Moderne, (c) Populaire, les trois 
Aspects.” 

December toth—Concert given by the Members of the Sussex 
Women Musicians’ Club. 


SPRING TERM, 1928 


January 28th—Programme of Czecho-Slovak Songs, by Mlle Novotna, 
of Prague, with explanations by Mrs. Rosa Newmarch. 
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February 18th—Lecture by Miss Editha Knocker, on “String Instru- 
ments and their Use,” with illustrations. 


March 23rd — Composers’ Conference. Dr. Cyril Rootham, on 
“Nationalism in Music.” Chair: Mrs. Norman O'Neill. 
March 24th—Composers’ Conference. Papers were read by the 


following Members : Miss Alma Goatley, on ‘‘Can Art and Livelihood 
vo together in Song-writing ?” ; Miss 1, Henderson-Williams, on 
“Exclusive Tendencies in Music”; Miss Katharine Eggar, on “lhe 
Realities of Musical Imagination.” Chair: Miss Pattie Hornsby. 


SUMMER TERM, 1928 


May 19th—Programme of Music by the Singers’ Section, arranged by 
Miss Alice Hare. ‘This included Part Songs and Madrigals from the 
Choir; Songs from Mme. Vera Woollcombe and Mrs. Cather, and 
Pianoforte Solos from Miss Edna Garrard. 


June 13th-—Pianoforte Recital, by Miss Myra Hess. 


July 4th—Competition for Cobbett Medal for Quartet Playing by the 
Chamber Music Section. 


July 7th-—Performance of New Chamber Works by Women Composers. 


PUBLICATIONS BY MEMBERS 


KATHLEEN DALE, 
live Harpsichord Pieces, by Francois Couperin, arranged for 
Violin and Piano. (Schott & Co.), 
KATHARINE HGGar, 
An article on ‘ British Women’s Contribution to the Art of 
Music, in ‘Women’s Employment,” October, 1928. 
HiLen ForuerGiLy. 
Arrangement of An Old French Air by Lully (1664), with English 
version of Molitre’s words, by, Georgina ‘Tanner. 
Dororuy Gopwin-Foster. 
“A Mass in honour of Our Lady of Buckfast.” (Carey & Co.). 


The Mystery Play, “Emmanuel,” has now been orchestrated for 
Strings and Woodwind ; parts and conductor’s score obtain- 
able on hire from Chester, Great Marlborough Street, W 
(This has been successfully performed at Middleton, Canter- 
bury, Wigan, and Auckland, N.Z.). 


Fiona McCreary, 


‘Playthings ”—- Four Sketches for Pianoforte. (Schott & Co.) 
Melody for Violoncello. (Oxford University Press.) 





Rosa NEWMARCH. 

“The Concert Goers’ Guide.” Vol. 1: Selections of analytical 
notes—reprinted from the Queen’s Hall Symphony and 
Promenade Concerts—of Symphonies, Concertos, etc. Vol. 2 
(in the Press): Wagner Excerpts, Symphonic Poems, etc. 
(Oxford University Press.) 

“ Antonin Dvorak.” Edited and translated from the Czech, in 


collaboration with Professor Karel Hoffmeister. (John Lane, 
The Bodley Head.) 


Dora PRIDHAM. 


Seven Tiny Songs. (J. Saville & Co.). 


Marion M. Scorr. 
The Article on “Music as a Career” in “Careers for Girls,’ 
compiled by J. A. R. Cairns. (Hutchinson & Co.) 
BARBARA SMYTHE. 


Articles contributed to the third edition of Grove’s Dictionary of 
Music, on “ Guillaume de Machant” (in Vol 3), “ Philippe de 
Vitry,” “ Troubadours,” and “’lrouvéres ” (in Vol. 5). 





Gifts of Music to the S.W.M. General Library have been received 
from the following: Miss Godfrey, Miss Jessop, Miss Locock, Miss 
Morton Evans, and Miss Guenda Nunn. Also Songs by Mrs. Helen 
Fothergill, Mrs. Agnes Lambert, and Miss Georgina ‘lanner have been 
presented by the composers. 

Madame Elsie Horne, F.R.A.M., has been appointed Specialist 
Lecturer in Musical Subjects to the London County Council, 


MARRIAGES 


Matturws—Nunn. On 26th July, 1927, in Paris, Frank Matthews, 
M.D., F.R.C.S., M.C., D.S.O., to Guenda Nunn, 


Tuompson—TAaNNER. On 28th July, 1928, in London, Charles L,. 
‘Thompson, J.P. (Capt.), to Georgina ‘Tanner. 


OBITUARY 


We regret to record the death of the following Associates during 
the year 1927-28 :— 

Cavaliere Albert Visetti, F.R.C.M. 

Dr. Alfred Cowell, M.A., M.B. 
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SECTIONAL COMMITTEES 


Composers : 


Miss Jane Joseph 

Miss Marion Scott 

Mr. Thomas Dunhill 

Miss Katharine Eggar, Hon. Sec. 


Liza Lehmann Memonial Fund : 


Mr. Herbert Bedford Miss Caroline Hatchard 
Miss Katharine Eegar Miss Marion Scott 
Madame Lily Henkel Miss Dora White, 


Hon. Treas. and Hon. Sec. 


Cobbett Free Lending Library of British Chamber Music : 
Mr. W. W. Cobbett, Chatrman 
Miss Katharine Eggar 
Miss Marion Scott, //on. Secretary 
Miss Stella Fife, //on. Sec. for Chamber Muste Practice 


S.W.M. General Library : 


Mrs. Stansfeld Prior, Chatrman 
Miss Guenda Nunn 
Miss Denise Bower, Zon. Librarian 


All general correspondence 
should be addressed to the 


Organising Secreta ry 


Miss RACHEL FELL 


SocieTY OF WoMEN Musicians, 74 GROSVENOR STREET, W. | 


The Office is open from 10 
to 1 every morning but Saturday 


Subscriptions should 
be addressed to the 


Hon. Treasurer Miss MARION SCOTT 


92 WESTBOURNE TERRACE, HyprE Park, W. 2 
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SOCIETY OF WOMEN MUSICIANS 


LIST OF MEMBERS, 1927-28 





Adie, Miss Janet Cather, Mrs. Beatrice 
Albertini, Miss Ruccia Chalmers, Miss Christina 
Alexander, Mrs. Chaminade, Madame 
Allwright, Miss Maud, A.R.C.M. Chapman, Miss Winifred, 
Anderson, Miss Daisy LLR.ALM , AJR.C.M. 
Armour, Miss Effie, L.R.A.M. Cheshire, Miss Doris 
Avril, Miss Elsie, A.R.C.M. Child, Miss Eleanor 
Aylward, Miss Florence Clarke, Miss Charlotte 
Astna, Miss Louise Clayton, Miss Richenda 
Barrat, Mrs. Gertrude Clegg, Miss Edith 
Bailey, Mrs. Clissold, Miss Edith, LRAM, 
Batchelor, Miss Honor, Cogan, Miss Lilian 
L.R.A.M., A.R.C.M. Cohen, Mrs. 
Bath, Miss Phyllis, Cole, Miss Frances W, 
L.R.A.M., A.R.C.M. Collings, Mrs. d'Auvergne 
Baxter, Mrs. Collingham, Miss Isabel 
Bayne, Miss Mary Cooper, Lady 
Bell, Miss Maud Cox, Miss Cynthia, 
Belletti, Miss Lilian L.R.ALM., AJRVALM, 
Beney, Miss Theresa, A.R.C.M. Crichton, Mrs. 
Bernard, Mrs. | Croll, Mrs. George 
Bernhardt, Miss Dora | Cruse, Miss Helen 
Bidder, Miss Helen, Curgenwen, Miss L. M. 
U.R.A.M., A.R. A.M. Curwen, Mrs. J. Spencer 
Billingham, Miss Dorothy 
Bird, Miss Ethel Henry Dale, Mrs. B. J., AJR.C.M. 
Blake, Miss Janie, Darlington, Miss Dorothy 
A.R.A.M., A.R.C.M. Darnell, Miss A. B., Hon. R.C.M. 
Blathwayt, Miss Nancy | Darroch, Miss Margaret 
Bliss, Mrs. Monica Davan-Wetton, Miss Rosalie 
Bord, Miss Blanche Davies, Miss Fanny 
Bower, Miss Denise Davies, Mrs. Mary, 
Bowring, Miss Anthea | Mus.D., I’. R. ALM. 
Boyd, Miss Haidée, A.R.C.M. | Davis, Miss Theodora 
Brabazon, Mrs. FE. M. | Daymond, Miss Emily, Mus. D. 
Brenner, Miss Cecilia De Gay, Miss Sylvia 
Brettell, Miss Irene, L.R.A.M. (Mrs. James Surrayre) 
Brooke, Mrs. M. G. De Rusette, Miss Louise 
Brooks, Mrs. Dinelli, Madame Adelina 
Brown, Miss Lilian Dinelli, Miss Elsa 
Bruce, Miss Elfrida Dixon, Mrs. Margaret 
Bryant, Mrs. Dobbs, Miss Tilda, 
Buchanany Mrs. (Gertrude King) A.R.C.M., L.R.A.M, 
Burgess, Miss Heather Donaldson, Mrs. 
Busch, Miss Marie Doubleday, Miss May, 
Bush, Miss Laura L.R.A.M., AJR.C.M. 
Byrne, Miss Mollie Douglas, Mrs. Halliday 
Byrne, Miss Olive Douglas-Smith, Miss Kk. 
Campbell, Madame Alice, Driver, Miss Annie, L.R.A.M. 
L.R.A.M., A.R.C.M. Druce, Mrs. Carey, L.R.A.M. 


Cassidy, Miss Averil | Du Bochet, Miss A. E. 











Duniam-Jones, Miss Elsie, 


Iarle, Miss Caroline 
Katon, Miss Gertrude 
Edwards, Mrs. (Esmé Reid) 
Iggar, Miss Katharine, A.R.A.M. 
Elkington, Miss Nora 
Elwell-Sutton, Mrs. E. V. 
Irhart, Miss Dorothy, 

B.Mus. (Birmingham Univ.) 


Fell, Miss Rachel, L.R.A.M. 
Feltham, Miss Sais n 
Kife, Miss leveline, L.R.A.M. 
Fife, Miss Stella B., L.R.A.M. 
Fisher, Miss Janet Campbell 
Fliteh, Miss Ik. Crawford 
Mlood-Page, Miss Una 
Mlugel, Mrs. Mary 
Flynn, Mrs. Phyllis 
Forbes, Miss Agnes 
Foskett, Miss I. C., A.R.A.M. 
Foster, Miss Dorothy Goodwin, 
A. TiG. CL. 
Fothergill, Mrs. H., L.R.A.M. 
lox, Miss Kk, Dorothy 
Franklin, Miss Rowena, AJR.C.M,. 
(Mrs. Gilligan) 
Freeman, Miss Annie, A.R.C.M. 
French, Mrs. Ie. W., AL.R.C.M. 
(Miss Marjorie Richardson) 
Fussell, Miss May 


Garrard, Miss Edna, A.R.C.M. 

Geisler-Schubert, Miss 

Gillett, Mrs. M. 

Gilford, Miss Nancy, A.R.C.M. 

Glen-Broder, Mrs. 

Goatley, Hale Alma, L.R.A.M., 
A.RVALM. (Mrs. Tonle -Smith) 

Godfrey, Miss Helen Seat 

L.R.A.M. 

Goodwin, Madame Amina 

Gordon, Miss Hilda, AJ.R.C.M. 

Gould, Miss Gladys, L.R.ALM. 

Gould, Mrs. 

Grainger-Kerr, Miss 

Greenwood, Miss Una 

Guillain, Miss Kimey 

Gurney-Jones, Miss L. € 


Hall, Mrs. A. G. 
Hankins, Miss Mabel 
Hannes, Mrs. Edith M. 








L.R.A.M., A.R.C.M- 





Harcourt, Mrs. Cecil 
(Miss Evelyn Suart) 

Harding, Miss Phyllis 

Hare, Miss Alice 

Harrild, Miss Rosalind 

Harris, Lady 

Hart, Mrs. Elsie 

Hart, Miss Ethel 

Hartog, Miss Cécile 

Hatchard, Miss Caroline 

Heath, Miss Louie, A.R.C.M. 

Henkel, Madame Lily 

Henson, Miss Marjorie 

Hill de Héring, Miss Cecilia 

Hills, Miss Mabel, 


A.R.C.M., L.R.A.M. 
Holland, Miss Nellie M., A.R.C.M. 
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Mims, Mrs. 
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Nunn, Miss Guenda (Mrs. Matthews) 


Ogilvie, Miss C. M., L.R.A.M. 
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Poole, Mrs. Edith 
Pott, Miss Nancy 
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A.R.A.M., L.R.A.M, 
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Williams, Miss Louise Henderson 
Wilson, Miss Gladys 

Wilson, Miss Mary, F.R.A.M, 
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